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Sergeant-Major John H. Hawkins Journal 1779-1782 (An excerpt 

describes Hawkins’ detailed description of the Redding Encampment 

when he was there in February 1779, [Hawkins was a member of 

Colonel Hazen’s 2nd Canadian Regiment, commonly known as 

Congress’s Own Regiment.] 

February 11, 1779 - When our Brigade first took up their Habitation here – 

[in Redding, Connecticut] I could not properly describe it, it was then a 

Valley of Woods that we could scarce turn ourselves in; but having cleared 

it greatly of that Incumbrance I can now give an Account of our 

Improvements and present Situation. 

 

Our Town or Towns is planted in a Valley and on a Hill, on the back of the 

Hill is still rising Ground which almost makes the Hill appear like a Valley 

likewise; it is something like the City of Quebec, has an Upper and a Lower 

Town and under that Character I shall consider our City.  

 

In our Upper Town are the Field Staff and other commissioned Officers, 

their Waiters, with a Number of Public Huts, such as the Commissary’s, 

The Quarter Master’s, the Carpenters, the Shoemakers, the Taylors, the 

Bake Oven inclosed in a Hut, and the Soap Boilers, beside a Hut in each 
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Regiment for the Quarter Guard, etc., etc. I cannot give the precise 

Number, as the Huts are placed so very irregular and Scattered; and the 

Woods about them not being properly cleared, I did not take the Trouble to 

count them; I thought the labour would be greater than the Curiosity.  

 

In the Lower Town the Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers, with their 

wives and concubines reside. It contains One Hundred and Sixteen Huts, 

on a regular Line, Front and Rear, with a little Vacancy between the Rows 

like a Lane or an Alley, and a smaller Space between Hut and Hut as a 

Passage from a Front Hut to a Rear one. The Huts are built with Logs, 12 

feet long & 16 Feet broad wide, plaistered with wet Dirt, and covered with 

Slaps; the Houses of the Upper Town is the same only the Covering, which 

is Boards drawn for that purpose. The Huts have all neat Doors fronting to 

the East, and Nice Stone Chimneys fronting the West, and many has 

Windows, some to the East and others to the South.  

 


