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MS 79092 
 
To the Honorable General Assembly now sitting at Hartford, within and for the State of Connecticut, 
 
The petition of John Henry, a Negro man, now residing in Colchester in New London County. 
 
[This petition] shows that I was a slave to Mr. John Henry of Colchester from the age of seven until I was 29, at which 
time, John Henry sold me to one Paul Field of Northfield, with whom I lived for about one year, when the said Mr. Field 
died. 
 
I then told my [new] owners that I was determined to go into the war and gain my freedom. Accordingly, a little before 
the dark day, so called, I went to Bozrah and enlisted in Captain Benjamin Throop’s company. Went for my first 
expedition to Ticonderoga, retreated from there to Albany, [and] was in action at Saratoga. [I] received a deep cut or 
wound on the back of my hand from a [light lashing] with a broadsword from the enemy. From thence I was marched to 
Yorktown, was at the taking of [General] Cornwallis, and I served to the end of the war. 
 
I did my duty well, without a single day’s sickness or any loss of time, except three or four weeks when wounded on my 
hand--which still troubles me. The cords being cut off, it is weak and always has a numb feeling, disables me from work 
in some degree. On account which, and my age, which is now 72 years, renders me incapable in the winter season to 
support myself. My relatives are dead and no one [is] left to support me. The town of Colchester refuses because I 
obtained my freedom by enlisting and serving the State [and in fact, said] I ought to look to the State for relief. 


